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Brussels, May 19, 2022 – The European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer 

(EORTC) is happy to announce its continued partnership with Alliance Healthcare, one of the 

largest pharmaceutical wholesalers in Europe.  Specifically, the collaboration supports the 

organisation’s SPECTA platform, a pan-European translational research infrastructure for all 

tumour types including rare cancers.  

The EORTC SPECTA platform allows for the rapid implementation of new clinical trials and 

robust translational cancer research aimed at increasing our understanding of cancers in 

order to guide a more targeted clinical research and treat patients effectively.  

Alliance Healthcare was previously owned by Walgreens Boots Alliance (WBA) until June 

2021. Since then, Alliance Healthcare is a wholly owned subsidiary of AmerisourceBergen and 

the EORTC is delighted that its support and commitment to SPECTA is to continue under this 

new ownership.  The fantastic support that Alliance Healthcare as part of WBA has provided 

over the past 10 years (since 2011) will persist to further reinforce and strengthen recognition 

of the SPECTA platform as the leading pan-European translational research infrastructure. 

The partnership with Alliance Healthcare under the umbrella of AmerisourceBergen will 

ensure the continuation of SPECTA’s work in personalised cancer medicine, helping guide 

patients’ treatments, but also advance our understanding of cancer biology to help treat more 

patients effectively. 

Through the growth of SPECTA's translational clinical research, it provides hope to thousands 

of patients. One patient with papillary thyroid cancer said that their "current treatment was 

defined after [their] inclusion in SPECTA" and after previous treatments didn't work.  



Treating oncologists also benefit from SPECTA. Pr. Jean-Yves Blay has said “the SPECTA 

study enables [the opportunity] to gain more understanding on the nature of the disease and 

to guide the treatment of many patients with rare cancer, which is quite unique.”  

Today, SPECTA's ever-growing cancer clinical research platform includes 128 authorized 

research doctors in 17 countries. More than 1330 patients have participated in 3 clinical 

research projects with over 1200 individual result reports provided to patients and providing 

guidance for their treatment.  

EORTC CEO, Dr Denis Lacombe commented "EORTC looks forward to continue working with 

Alliance Healthcare and AmerisourceBergen, pushing the boundaries of understanding cancer 

and furthering the standard of care for cancer patients in the European continent, through 

SPECTA."  

Juan Guerra, SVP Managing Director at Alliance Healthcare said “I am extremely proud of the 

efforts of Alliance Healthcare colleagues Europe-wide over the last decade. The work the 

EORTC does, and advancements in cancer therapies and treatment SPECTA brings about, is 

critical in the fight against this disease.  I am extremely happy that under our new 

AmerisourceBergen ownership we are continuing to help and support through a range of fund-

raising initiatives and a donation from the AmerisourceBergen Foundation as together we aim 

to improve the health and wellbeing of patient populations.” 
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Notes to the Editors 
About the EORTC  
 
The European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) is a non-governmental, non-
profit organisation, which unites clinical cancer research experts, throughout Europe, to define better 
treatments for cancer patients to prolong survival and improve quality of life. Spanning from translational 
to large, prospective, multi-centre, phase III clinical trials that evaluate new therapies and treatment 
strategies as well as patient quality of life, its activities are coordinated from EORTC Headquarters, a unique 
international clinical research infrastructure, based in Brussels, Belgium. 
For further information, please visit the EORTC website: www.eortc.org  
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About Alliance Healthcare 

Alliance Healthcare is one of the largest pharmaceutical wholesalers in Europe, supplying a 
comprehensive range of pharmaceutical, medical and healthcare products. It provides a personalised 
approach to services and solutions for pharmacist customers and manufacturer partners. 
  
Today, Alliance Healthcare has a strong international presence, operating in 13* countries; France, 
United Kingdom, Turkey, Spain, the Netherlands, Egypt, Czech Republic, Norway, Romania, Lithuania plus 
partners business in Italy**, Germany** and Portugal***. 
 
Alliance Healthcare is part of AmerisourceBergen, a leading global healthcare company, with a 
foundation in pharmaceutical distribution and solutions for manufacturers, pharmacies and providers.  
* As at August 31, 2020. 
** Associated businesses under separate ownership to Alliance Healthcare. 
***Associated business not wholly owned by Alliance Healthcare. 

About AmerisourceBergen 

AmerisourceBergen fosters a positive impact on the health of people and communities around the world 
by advancing the development and delivery of pharmaceuticals and healthcare products. As a leading 
global healthcare company, with a foundation in pharmaceutical distribution and solutions for 
manufacturers, pharmacies and providers, we create unparalleled access, efficiency and reliability for 
human and animal health. Our 41,000 global team members power our purpose: We are united in our 
responsibility to create healthier futures. AmerisourceBergen is ranked #8 on the Fortune 500 with more 
than $200 billion in annual revenue. Learn more at www.amerisourcebergen.com.    

https://amerisourcebergen.com/

